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Anger as poorer
pupils with low
11-plus marks get
grammar places

TMOS_Masthead_Reversed_Small_NoLines

TMOS_Masthead_Small_Reversed_NoCrest_NoLines

CHILDREN from poor homes are
being given coveted places at top
grammar schools despite scoring
significantly lower marks than others taking the same entrance exam.
A group of schools have taken the
controversial step of lowering the
11-plus qualifying score for children
from disadvantaged backgrounds
in a move denounced by critics as
‘social engineering’ that discriminates against the middle classes.
At one leading grammar, children
whose family income means they
can claim free school meals were
admitted with a score of 26 marks
below that of other candidates, and
in another the gap was 24 marks.
The initiative is the latest attempt
by the highly oversubscribed selective schools to counter criticism that
they are dominated by children
whose parents can afford to first
send them to fee-paying prep
schools, or pay for tutors to get them
through the exams.
As thousands of children sit the
tough exams for next year’s entry, it
has emerged that at least seven
grammars have lowered the 11-plus
bar for children from poor backgrounds – five in Birmingham and
two in Rugby, Warwickshire.
Figures from the schools, among
the highest performing in the country, show that children eligible for
free school meals who took the
11-plus last year for King Edward VI
Five Ways School in Birmingham
were able to gain a place with a
score of just 206 marks, while the

By Jonathan Petre

lowest needed by other candidates
was 232. At King Edward VI Camp
School for Boys, the gap was 24
marks, at King Edward VI Camp
School for Girls it was 21, at King
Edward VI Aston School it was 17,
and at King Edward VI Handsworth
School for Girls it was ten.
Both Rugby High School for Girls
and Lawrence Sheriff School in
Rugby say they save up to ten places
for disadvantaged children whose
scores are up to ten marks below the
qualifying score. Many of the other
157 grammars in England are
expected to follow suit.
Government figures show that
about 60 per cent of them are allowing, or considering allowing, poor
children whose schools get extra
payments worth £935 per child
under the ‘pupil premium’ scheme
some form of preferential treatment, although only a handful have
altered their exam pass marks.
Defending the initiative, Denis
Ramplin, a spokesman for the
Foundation of the Schools of King
Edward VI, which runs the Birmingham grammars, said that 100 pupils
now had places who would not have
done so a year ago.
Mr Ramplin said the schools were
aiming to fill 20 per cent of their
intake with children from disadvantaged homes, but added that other
youngsters were not losing out
because they had created extra

places. He added: ‘The tuition industry in this country is booming.
‘People with disposable income
are paying tutors £30 an hour in the
hope that their children get into
the schools. But the Government is
telling us to be more diverse and
socially mobile.’
However, former head teacher
Chris McGovern, chairman of the
Campaign For Real Education, said:
‘This is very worrying because it
is using social engineering to make
up for the failure of teaching in
many schools.
‘The next step would be to say,
“This child is from a poor background so let’s make it easier for him
or her to pass GCSEs or A-levels”,
but poverty should not be used as
an excuse for low standards.
‘This discriminates not only
against the middle classes but anybody who needs to get the normal
pass mark, some of whom will be
from pretty poor families that earn
just too much for children to be
eligible for free school meals.’
Robert McCartney, chairman of
the National Grammar Schools
Association, said: ‘The answer is not
to reduce standards for existing
grammar schools but to reduce the
competition by increasing the
number of places.’
He added: ‘The big danger is that it
is social engineering.
‘If you were the parent of a child
who has lost out to another child
who has got fewer marks, you would
feel aggrieved.’
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I’d love
to be
Sir Rod
AFTER decades enjoying an
enviable reputation as the
wild man of rock ’n’ roll, Rod
Stewart no longer cares if
fans think he’s sexy at the
age of 70. Instead, the
superstar exclusively reveals
in The Mail on Sunday’s
Event magazine today that
he yearns for a knighthood.
‘I’d love to have one,’ says
Rod, who has been awarded
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only a CBE while many of his
musical peers such as Mick
Jagger and Tom Jones have
been knighted.
In the interview, Rod also
talks about his friendship
with Prince Charles, the
reason why he can’t stand
Madonna, and why he and
his wife Penny Lancaster,
above in Event, won’t move
back to Britain permanently.
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double-sided
007 poster
RELEASE DATE OCTOBER 26

Terms: DVD–Pick up in all Tesco stores exc NI. One DVD per copy of The mail on sunday. DVD only valid with Purchase of The mail on sunday. POsTer– *Postage payable at £2.99.

MAIL ON SUNDAY / METRO PRE-PROMOTE

TMOS_Masthead_Small_Reversed_NoCrest_NoLines

MEDIA PROMOTION
COVERAGE

FREE

110

The Mail on Sunday OctOber 18 • 2015

*

official glossy
double-sided
007 poster
HERE’S your chance to
get a fabulous official
movie poster for the
hugely anticipated new
Bond film, SpEctRE –
in cinemas on October
26. the double-sided
A2 poster features
James Bond actor
Daniel craig and co-star
Lea Seydoux on one
side, and a bullet hole
on the other. It’s a
must-have for all 007
fans. to claim, follow
the instructions below.
All you need to pay is
postage of £2.99.

HOW TO CLAIM

Go to www.
mediapromos.co.uk/
spectre. click to claim
your double-sided
poster and access the
secure payment page
for making the £2.99
postage payment.
Terms and condiTions: *£2.99 postage
payable. Online access required.

SPECTRE © 2015 Danjaq, MGM, CPII. SPECTRE,
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GAMBOLS

CARTOONS

PEANUTS

To order a variety of Garfield Books from £8.99, visit www.mailbookshop.co.uk or call 0808 272 0808. P&P is free for a limited time only.

To order the Fred Basset Yearbook 2016, priced £7.99, or Fred Basset for Golf Lovers priced £5.99, visit www.mailbookshop.co.uk or call 0808 272 0808.
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To order a variety of Peanuts Books from just £7.50, visit www.mailbookshop.co.uk or call 0808 272 0808. P&P is free for a limited time only.
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If ONLY SPECTRE title treatment and/or 007 Gun Logo are used and no other artwork or imagery that
directly relates to SPECTRE appears, use one of the following:
FULL VERSION:
SPECTRE,
and related James Bond Trademarks ©1962-2015
Danjaq, LLC and United Artists Corporation. SPECTRE,
and
related James Bond Trademarks are trademarks of Danjaq, LLC.
All Rights Reserved.
SLIGHTLY SHORTER VERSION:
SPECTRE,
and related James Bond Trademarks ©1962-2015
Danjaq and United Artists. SPECTRE,
and related James Bond
Trademarks are trademarks of Danjaq. All Rights Reserved.
SHORTENED VERSION FOR SPACE LIMITATIONS:
SPECTRE,

and related James Bond Trademarks, TM Danjaq.

When SPECTRE title treatment and/or 007 Gun Logo are used with any approved stills, poster artwork or
imagery that directly relates to SPECTRE, use one of the following:
FULL VERSION:
SPECTRE © 2015 Danjaq, LLC, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc.,
Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. SPECTRE,
and related
James Bond Trademarks © 1962-2015 Danjaq, LLC and United
Artists Corporation. SPECTRE,
and related James Bond
Trademarks are trademarks of Danjaq, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
SLIGHTLY SHORTER VERSION:
SPECTRE © 2015 Danjaq, MGM, CPII. SPECTRE,
and related
James Bond Trademarks © 1962-2015 Danjaq and United Artists.
SPECTRE,
and related James Bond Trademarks are trademarks
of Danjaq. All Rights Reserved.
SHORTENED VERSION FOR SPACE LIMITATIONS:
SPECTRE © 2015 Danjaq, MGM, CPII. SPECTRE,
and related
James Bond Trademarks, TM Danjaq. All Rights Reserved.

FREE BEHIND
THE SCENES OF
SPECTRE DVD

As part of our James Bond
weekend and to celebrate
the October 26 release of
SPECTRE, today the Irish
Mail on Sunday is giving you
the chance to pick up a
free behind the scenes of
SPECTRE interactive DVD, at
participating Tesco and Eason
stores nationwide. This
exclusive disc includes behind
the scenes video logs of the
film’s action sequences and
interviews with the filmmakers
and cast. Discover the
Supercars featured in the

AT CINEMAS OCTOBER 26

How to claim
To claim your free SPECTRE DVD, take
the voucher printed on the inside back
page of today’s paper to any participating Tesco or Eason store nationwide, while stocks last.
To The reader: To claim your free
SPECTRE DVD, take the voucher
printed on the inside back page of
today’s paper to any participating

IRISH DAILY MAIL / IRISH MAIL ON SUNDAY
IN PAPER

new film, learn more about
the Bond women of SPECTRE
and lots more.
007 fans can access more
amazing offers all week in the
Irish Daily Mail this week
including an online offer to
claim a set of 9 James Bond
Collection Art Cards based on
the new Home Entertainment
Steelbook™ collection.
Readers can also enter a
competition to win VIP
tickets for two to the ‘Bond
In Motion’ exhibition at the
London Film Museum.

Tesco or Eason store nationwide, while
stocks last. One DVD per original
voucher, per customer. Subject to
availability. Photocopies not accepted.
To The reTaIler: Please accept
this original voucher in return of a
free SPECTRE DVD. Please use the
free promotional stock delivered to
your store.
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