
DETECTIVE PIKACHU UK AND IRELAND 
MEDIA PROMOTION



Media Promotion
Coverage

IN-PAPER OFFER & ESHOT



Media Promotion
Coverage

IN-PAPER OFFERS

8 Friday, May 10, 2019 IRISH INDEPENDENT

News

I never downplayedWaterford morgue situation to Taoiseach, insists Halligan
Conor Feehan

MINISTER John Halligan has
denied he downplayed the sit-
uation at the UniversityHospi-
tal Waterford mortuary to Leo
Varadkar before the Taoise-
ach’s controversial comments.
Instead, MrHalligan claimed

that hospital management
“more or less denied” the

concerns raised by consultants
about dead bodies decompos-
ing there.
The Waterford TD said two

conflicting views had emerged
from the controversy and he
told the Taoiseach what both
sides were saying.
Four consultantswrote to the

hospital warning that inade-
quate conditions resulted in

some bodies being left on trol-
leys in corridors and, without
proper temperature controls,
they were leaking fluids and
beginning to decompose.
After the story broke, a public

relations firm issued a state-
ment on behalf of the South/
South West Hospital Group
saying there was no evidence
to substantiate the claims

made by doctors and that it had
received no formal complaints
from the public or staff.
The Taoiseach drew criticism

when appearing to pour cold
water on the views of the con-
sultants and favour the views
of hospital management. At
the time a spokesperson for
the Taoiseach said he had been
briefed byMrHalligan.

Mr Varadkar has since
apologised for his tone.
Yesterday Mr Halligan said:

“I and other public represent-
atives in Waterford met the
morticians and we met people
working in the mortuary who
gave a view that there were
bodies decomposing left on
trolleys, which is absolutely
appalling and unacceptable.

“We then met the hospital
management and we also met
the head of the South/South
West Hospital Management
Group, who denied that and
said that wasn’t the case.
“In between, somewhere,

must be the truth. The only
way we’re going to get that is
with an independent inquiry. I
personally believe that.”
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Delaney usedHenry
handball payment to
argue for€2mexit deal

FORMER FAI chief executive
John Delaney told officials
that the association needed
to “look after him when he
left” prior to discussions that
led to the insertion of an exit
payment in his contract.
His role in securing €5m

from Fifa in the aftermath of
the Thierry Henry handball
was one of the justifications
offered for the ‘loyalty deal’
worth a reported €2m in the
form of deferred payments.
The clause was a signifi-

cant part of the deal signed
by Mr Delaney in 2014, which
was due to keep him in office
until 2020. It’s understood
there was no agreement of
that nature in his previous
contract.
The FAI and Fifa agreed a

€5m settlement in the form of
a loan in 2010 afterMrDelaney
took issue with public com-
ments from then Fifa chief
Sepp Blatter.
This was a reason offered by

Mr Delaney’s supporters for
improved terms and condi-
tions for the CEO.
Income generated by Mr

Delaney through sponsorships
was also cited as strength-
ening the argument for a
longer-term reward. This coin-
cided with a period when Mr
Delaney’s salarywas cut.
His basic earnings peaked at

close to €450,000 in 2010 but

he took two pay cuts which
brought it down to €360,000
by 2012. This was in tandem
with reductions for all FAI
employees.
“John said that the FAI

needed to look after himwhen
he left,” said one FAI insider
with knowledge of negotia-
tionswhichwere factored into
his next deal.
Board members were aware

of changes to the CEO’s deal
in 2014, but some did not have
a knowledge of the specific
detail until recent discussions
centred around his futurewith
the FAI.
The exit payment has proved

to be a stumbling block in
talks about a possible exit with
Mr Delaney due a portion of
the deferred amount.
Mr Delaney has voluntarily

stepped aside from his FAI
role pending the outcome of a
number of investigations.
The FAI was in the High

Court yesterday arguing that
certain information in 10
documents provided to the
Office of Director of Corporate
Enforcement (ODCE) cannot
be disclosed to third parties as
they include legal advice from
interim CEO ReaWalshe.
Ms Walshe is a qualified

solicitor and is described by
the FAI in court documents as
its “internal legal adviser”who
has provided legal advice that
the documents are privileged.
Ms Justice Leonie Reynolds

adjourned a decision.
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