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The horror at Westminster is 
another sad example that ‘multi-
culturalism’ is a fairy-tale. 

Nor matter how sincere the sen-
timent that all races can live in 
peace in an adopted country, it is 
not possible.

The values of opposing extreme 
sectarian factions and political 
aims which are alien to our values, 
here on the edge of europe, put 
Britain, and indeed Ireland, in the 
firing line of fanatics. It was not all 
that long ago when it was the IRA 
which terrorised London, so we 
ought not to be surprised when 
terrorists from further afield do 
the same terrible acts. 

It can come from anywhere and 
everywhere, but the term ‘multi-
culturalism’ should be consigned 
to the dustbin of history. It is a 
ridiculous concept.

roBErT o’sULLIVAN,  
Bantry, Co. Cork.

McGuinness a true hero
FoLLoWINg the sad death of 
Martin Mcguinness, I think it 
would be right and fitting to have 
books of condolence in every 
county library in Ireland. 

Martin made great sacrifices 
over 50 years so that the national-
ists in the North would be allowed 
to live and be treated as equals by 
the authorities and unionists in 
the Six Counties, and to have the 
right to vote. It is through his hard 
work and dedication, often at 
great personal risk, that we have 
the good Friday Agreement, and 
it would definitely not have come 
to pass without him. 

history will prove him to be a 
great statesman, on a similar level 
to Nelson Mandela, and we, as a 
nation, should recognise this. 

here in the South we take for 
granted our right to vote; sadly a 
lot of people don’t bother to vote 
in crucial elections or referen-
dums. Prior to the Troubles a lot 

of nationalists were not allowed to 
vote, and we should not take it for 
granted. May Martin Mcguinness 
rest in peace, and when we even-
tually become a united country, I 
hope historians give proper credit 
to his tremendous and heroic 
efforts for the cause. he’s earned 
his place in our history, unlike a 
lot of our current politicians.

JohN FAIr,  
Castlebar, Co. Mayo.

Obscene motor costs
I FuLLy agree with the senti-
ments expressed by Denis 
o’higgins (Mail Letters, March 
17) regarding the rising costs of 
motor insurance and in particular 
the legality of the ‘government 
levy’ to cover uninsured drivers.

I had my insurance increased by 
32% in 2016 and by 96% in 2017, 
and it is now over twice the pre-
mium for a comparable car in ger-
many. however, I believe these 
increases and with it the ‘govern-
ment levy’ will continue as long as 
the courts are allowed to give out 
disproportionately high awards 

for some injuries and issue low 
fines of between €180 and €250 for 
driving without insurance. It is a 
wonder anybody insures a car.

Is it time to call in the Troika 
again to sort this out?

DETLEF BECkEr, Limerick.

Tackle web dangers
The internet brings a lot of bene-
fits but carries with it dangers 
which could seriously destabilise 
society.

Children from the age of four or 
five have access to pornography 
through smartphones and tablets, 
destroying the innocence of child-
hood. Bullying through social 
media has reached epidemic pro-
portions and the growing number 
of teen suicides is the tip of the 
iceberg of distress and suffering. 

It spreads and legitimises the 
sexual abuse of children and is a 
powerful force in radicalising 
extremists. It’s also a growing 
haunt of scammers who prey on 
the gullible and vulnerable, leav-
ing us fearful of every online 
communication.

The facilitators of these toxic 
messages should bear responsibil-
ity and be forced to compensate 
fully those who suffer loss. They 
should be legally implicated when 
online activities on their platforms 
lead to suffering and death.

google, Microsoft, Facebook, 

etc, make millions from their 
users, and should be obliged to 
police the content of those users 
to ensure noxious material is elim-
inated – or face serious penalties 
for not doing so.

DAVID ChAPMAN,  
by email.

THE recent air strike on a 
school in Syria is at least the 
third major attack by US-led 
forces which has resulted in 
large numbers of innocent 
people being killed. The risk 
of these disasters could be 
greatly reduced if the US 
were to coordinate its 
actions with Syria and Russia.

BrENDAN o’BrIEN, London.

MY HEART goes out to the 
victims of the attack in 
London. I hope this incident 
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won’t encourage people to 
turn against Muslims – the 
vast majority of followers of 
Islam are decent people. 

MArk WALsh, Donnybrook, Dublin.

I’M relieved to hear that 
we won’t be getting a 
massive hike in the cost of our 
TV licences (Mail, yesterday). 
Ordinary people have already 
put up with enough levies and 
tax hikes – this would have led 
to a lot of public anger. 

ALAN o’CoNNor, Cork city.
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Straight to the              point

Multicultural 
society simply 
does not work

The Irish Daily Mail aims to have the most informative, intelligent  
and entertaining letters page in Ireland but we need your help.  
Contributors should also provide a daytime number (for verification 
only, not publication). Otherwise publication cannot be guaranteed.  
please write to us at: irish Daily Mail, embassy House, Herbert 
park lane, Dublin 4 or email us at letters@dailymail.ie

What do YOU think?

LAST weekend the wheels came off England’s rugby chariot in the 
Aviva thanks to a stirring Irish performance. But what did Johnny 
Sexton and Simon Zebo find so funny about it all? Every week our 
Caption Competition gives you the chance to write a humorous 
caption for a picture from the week’s news. The best entry wins a 
€30 Eason token. Send us your entries by email to captions@
dailymail.ie or else by post to Caption Competition, Irish Daily Mail, 
Embassy House, Herbert Park Lane, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, D04 H6Y0. 
Entries should arrive by next Thursday, March 30. Last week we 
asked what Enda Kenny was chatting about in the Oval Office for his 
first face-to-face meeting with US President Donald Trump. The 
winning entry – detailing a possible escape route from Dáil Éireann 
for the Taoiseach, and printed below – came from Tom Herlihey, of 5 
Connolly Green, Ballyphehane, Cork.

I might go for 
the Arsenal 

job...


