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EXCLUSIVE
AQUAMAN
GIFTS FOR EVERY READER        
To celebrate the 12 December release of Aqua-
man we have teamed up with Warner Bros. 
Pictures and Titan Books to bring you an exclu-
sive offer. Claim a huge A2 Glossy Movie Poster. 
You can also enter a competition to win a copy 
of The Art and Making of Aquaman, the stun-
ning new companion book from Titan Books.

From Warner Bros. Pictures and director 
James Wan comes an action-packed adven-
ture that spans the vast, visually breathtaking 
underwater world of the seven seas, “Aqua-
man,” starring Jason Momoa in the title role.  
The film reveals the origin story of half-
human, half-Atlantean Arthur Curry and takes 
him on the journey of his lifetime - one that 
will not only force him to face who he really 
is, but to discover if he is worthy of who he 
was born to be… a king.

CLAIM YOUR POSTER &  
ENTER COMPETITION AT:  

WWW.MEDIAOFFERS.CO.UK/AQUAMAN
AQUAMAN and all related characters and elements © & ™ DC  
Comics and Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Soundtrack  

Album on WaterTower Music.

IN CINEMAS 
12 DECEMBER

Promoter is Creative Path Group Ltd. Movie poster is free (whilst 
stocks last) to receive by claiming online or by post but the cost of 

postage applies. Enter competition online, close date is 17th 
December. 

See offer website for full details and terms.

MOVIE 
POSTER!

WIN!

Avocado fad 
is ‘funding 
drug cartels 
in Mexico’
IT’S the sort of news that could have 
millennials choking on their favourite 
toast topping. The avocado – darling 
of health-conscious foodies – has 
been caught in the crossfire of 
underworld murders, kidnappings 
and extortion in Mexico.

The country’s notorious crime car-
tels have been turning their atten-
tions to cashing in on crops after 
 rising demand made it a valuable 
commodity. Gangsters normally 
involved in the drugs trade have 
reportedly seized control of farms 
and orchards in the country’s Micho-
acán region amid a rise in violence.

One major cartel, 
Knights Templar, is 
thought to earn 
hundreds of 
millions of euro 
a year by sell-
ing what have 
been nicknamed 
‘blood avocados’.

Now cafés and 
restaurants in Ire-
land and the UK are 
removing the fruit from the menu in 
protest. 

Avocados have been lauded for 
their high levels of essential vitamins 
and minerals, and sales here have 
soared in recent years. They are 
grown in many parts of Central 
America, South America and Califor-
nia – but Michoacán, where avoca-
dos are known locally as ‘green 
gold’, is the world’s top producer.

By Richard Marsden

By Senan Molony 
Political Editor

Martina due 
to report for 
her new role

Exploring her 
options:  
RTÉ’s Martina 
Fitzgerald 
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WE’RE all guilty of 
sometimes retro-

fitting facts to justify a decision, or achieve 
an outcome we desire. Sometimes we do it 
with good intention to make for an easier 
life for all; perhaps an act of kindness to 
spare someone’s feelings. But sometimes it 
smacks of controlling behaviour; an action 
that cuts others out of decision making; a 
means of establishing dominance in a 
group. Take an honest second look at your 
motive for a current decision and try to 
stay open-minded. 

.
PARENTING 
involves looking 

for moments when your offspring show 
empathy and take interest in their playmates. 
For most kids, the shift from self-centredness 
to being more of a social animal happens at 
playschool. But, even as adults, there are 
occasional lapses when we forget about our 
interconnectedness. It’s probably a remnant 
of our prehistoric past. The presence of Venus 
in Scorpio could not carry a clearer message 
for you: you can tap into your high levels of 
empathy today. 

THERE are 
obstacles and 

roadworks on the route map of life. It’s 
easy to feel thwarted and stew as traffic 
flies past you on a different carriageway. 
Yet, whatever you feel is blocking your 
path, there’s a way forward. Well, probably 
not always forward! You might need to 
reverse a little till you find that slip road to 
a detour. You might even (sometimes) be 
able to fly or burrow under the obstruction. 
With your ruler about to enter Sagittarius, 
an inventive solution is on its way. 

WHETHER it’s a 
polite dinner 

party, a chat with workmates or a friendly 
discussion between mums and dads at the 
school gates, certain topics are out of bounds. 
It might be religion, the latest political  
turmoil or some other ‘elephant in the room’. 
Although talking about such things can lead to 
events spiralling out of control, not talking 

about them also creates problems. Today  
is a good day to address something head-on. 
You’ll be relieved at the outcome.  

BAD behaviour is 
infectious. A bad 

boss who rants gives the green light to 
other people to behave in a similar way. 
Away from the office, stressful situations 
can cause friends and loved ones to over-
react and then those ripples spread and 
affect other relationships. Today is a day to 
stand firm. Whoever is rattling the cage, 
don’t be infected by their behaviour. It’s 
time to hold back on your impatience and 
delve into the big-hearted part of you that 
can weather any storm. 

THERE’S always 
more than one way 

to tackle a problem. There’s the hard way: 
head on, confrontational, sometimes harsh, 
quick and decisive. Or soft: subtle and 
thoughtful. The Virgoan way is usually the 
latter. But today, and for the rest of this week, 
you might need to unearth the tougher, 
uncompromising side of you that usually stays 
well hidden. This diversion from your usual 
style may be enough in itself to warn people 
that you really do mean business. You will also 
garner new respect. 

‘I HAVE to meet a 
turtle / I’m teaching 

him to swim / Then I have to shine the 
dewdrops / You know, they’re looking 
rather dim.’ These were just two of the 
pointless tasks outlined by Johnny Burke in 
his whimsical classic, Busy Doing Nothing. 
Does it, even in a small way, describe what 
you are doing now: fixing something that 
doesn’t need doing? Some of what you are 
doing has real value. Today, you can 
separate the worthless from the 
worthwhile.

IF you’re 
surrounded by 

negativity, it’s very hard to remain in a 
positive frame of mind. For some people, ‘no!’ 
is their favourite word. They revel in 
pessimism, dashing hopes and dreams and 
being generally miserable. Sometimes they 
even try to pass it off as humour. If anyone can 
put a stop to such attitudes this week, it’s you. 
With Venus in your sign, you can exude 
positivity and kindness, and erode negativity 
with your sensual Scorpio charm. If ever 
there was a chance to demonstrate the 
power of ‘Yes’, it’s now. 

IF you 
play a 

part often enough, you become what you 
portray – if that’s what you want. Everyone 
has vulnerabilities, especially when 
entering a new situation; perhaps a change 

of job or starting at a new gym. You already 
have an excellent idea of who you are and 
what you represent. But there are other 
elements of your make-up you choose to 
conceal. With Mercury about to enter your 
sign, this is the time to show some of the 
other parts you can play 

DO you 
pride 

yourself on being able to distinguish a fake 
from the real thing? Not only with physical 
objects, but with people, attitudes, song lyrics 
and news stories. Everyone, to some extent, 
puts on a show. It’s partly to protect 
themselves from criticism, partly to advance 
their position. It can help make the world go 
round. But if you can look beyond superficial 
appearances today and connect with the 
person beneath, you’ll help them - and 
yourself too.

AT this time 
of year, we 

can start to feel exhausted, whether we’re 
in the dark of the northern hemisphere or 
the blazing summer Down Under. But it’s 
rarely real tiredness that is afflicting us;  
it’s the pressure of responsibility and 
expectations. The old phrase, ‘a change is as 
good as a rest’, sums up what you need 
today. Try something outside your normal 
relaxation routine. The cosmos is calling for 
you to energise by trying a different kind of 
challenging experience. 

SELF-PRESERVATION 
is a natural trait; 

but in Pisceans it’s probably at its zenith. At 
worst it can make you cagey and indecisive, 
at best it renders you a safe pair of hands, 
loved and valued by all. But if you keep your 
umbrella up all the time, you’ll miss out on the 
sunshine. So, sometimes you need to take a 
risk and step outside your comfort zone. This 
very change will make others take note and 
digest what you say or do. Only you know the 
difficult choice you face. Be bold today. The 
reward could be huge. 

ARIES Mar 21 — Apr 20

TAURUS Apr 21 — May 21

CANCER June 23 — July 23

LEO July 24 — Aug 23

VIRGO Aug 24 — Sep 23

LIBRA Sep 24 — Oct 23

SCORPIO Oct 24 — Nov 22

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23 — Dec 21

CAPRICORN Dec 22 — Jan 20

AQUARIUS Jan 21 — Feb 19

PISCES Feb 20 — Mar 20

GEMINI May 22 — June 22

OSCAR CAINER

DOODLE-DO

The hidden word is CUBICPU
ZZ

LE
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LU
TI

O
NS 30-SECOND CHALLENGE:  

Beginner: 75. 
Intermediate: 450. 
Advanced:45.

HONEYCOMB ANSWERS: 1 
Trivet. 2 Irking. 3 Gnomon. 4 
Omnium.5 Mutton. 6 Tattoo. 7 
Tuxedo. 8 Exudes. 9 Seemed. 
10 Mettle. 11 Tassel. 12 Slates.
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